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n-o:) *R._Eliczer teaches: the festival should be celebrated eith

through the enjoyment of food and drink or through the spititual -

enjoyment of the Torah. R. Joshua feels that the celchration of

the day should be divided,_one joy-

1, one half devoted to physical enj
..ment, the other to be s _P;@.!.J_fllilc_ml.duﬂhﬂnmh Butall, ac- -
: Whﬂ for it IS‘

cordmg to R. Elecazar, agree that the
_should be celebrated t

w____cd_hmugh_ﬂanhly_nnjnmznt,
thc "day on which iven”,
Would-it not be logical that the dax whlch brought us the

Torah should be commemorated exclusnvely thro ugh the spiritual
the

enjoyment of Torah? Yet if there

great task which God's Torah i is destined to fulfill in our hves itis

this tcachlng of our Sages.
Nothing is so detrimental to the truth as the dc ressing view

according to which God’s Torah denies carthly enjoyment and -~
bans joy and gaiety from life. Ym oY1 God calls to us: seek me
-out_and live; 873 *m. God’s Torah alone can elevate this earthly
existence to true life! God’s proximity does pot tolerate repuncia-
tion of th sical pleasure. Israel’s task in the midst of mankind is
to regain for this world its God-willed paradisic character. Only’
i human_folly, rejecting God's_guidance and the Divine llfe-
¥ governing Law, was able to ban God’s Shechina-proximity from
, the lives of men. Israel is to erect a new home for God’s Shechina
, on earth.
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3 Acsedl- Siddue
11. Go forth and gaze, O daughters dis-
i tinguished by loyalty to God, upon the King to.
Whom peace belongs adorned with the crown
His nation made for Him, on the day His Law

was given and He became one with Israel, and on
the day His heart was gladdened by His

Tabernacle’s consecration.
3
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' Jews have three Patriarchs—Abraham, §Isaac, an Jacob.
Abraham’s main_character trait was. that of lovingkindness. It

led Abraham to find God by appreciating and recognizing how
" God gave of His own lovingkindness into the world. Abraham

P
\l saw this lovingkindness manifested in the world as t y
‘Abraham himself served God. thro

rait of Jovingkindness. When a person has a certain
trait, he will tend to see it also as it appears in other
: people, and as it is manifested in other places.

Isaac did not rely solely on his father, Abraham, to teach
him about God. Rather, he found God through his own char-
acter traits of discipline and self-control. Through this attribute
of gevurah (self-discipline), Isaac was a le to see the clari :

~—God's spiritual manifestations in the world.
.M
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The world was created for man’s use and man is in the cen-
ter of a great balance. If man follows earthly pursuits and
is drawn away from his Creator, he is impaired, and the
rest of the world is impaired along with him. if he becomes

master over himself and unites himself with his Creator,

using the world only to help him in the service of his Cre-
atar, he is elevated and the world_is elgvated along with

him. ’ ‘b
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' Mitzvos live on the higher plane. The root of the word-
it “mitzoa” is clpsely related to N “togetherness”, because a
mitzva brings us together with Hashem. An act which has the -
potential to lift the one who performs it into direct relationship
- with fhe Sourceof all existence certainly has a power far greater
- than mere intermédiate Jevels. ~ B o

|8 The Sfas Emes says that when Hashem wills an action and
, we carry it out, we become one with Him. His ratzon (desire) at
! the' Supemal level formulates a command; that command, a
Jirect expression of His will, is brought down and formulated
; as a commandment of the Torah. We then make His will our will,
| we desire to carry out that commandment, and we ¢ it out
', inthe finite, physical world. Hiswillis done. Together, wehave
! closed a cosmic urctnt: the circuit begins at the highest level
1 possible and we bring it into action. The voltage is

" indescribable, the flow of current infinite. Together we have

_ becomeonecycle of cause and effect. And as we form the desire
in our minds to do His will, we become a minjature version of
the entire process — a true Izelem Elokim (image of Hashem)!
Together in the sense’ of our reflecting Him, as it were, and
together in the sense ofa partnership with one purpbse carried
ouf by the harmony of desire of the partners,
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Nefesh HaChaim (11:13) emphasizes that the. standard
prayer text‘composed by the Men of the Great
Assembly is so powerful that even when the supplicant
Fails to pray with proper intent;-f eling, and under-
standing, his:words still have a great impact on the
‘world. b . : )
This can be illustrated with a contemporary parable:

i Imagine, if "you will, a_ spaceship hurtling at an

I' incredible speed millions of miles_away from this

| mother planet. ‘At mission-control_headguarters- down
on_earth the spaceship is. guided by a computer
technician_operating a control console Co!

i operator_knows nothing about spacecraft — he has

. ngver_seen_and will never see the vehicle he is now
guiding. The_operator doesn’t even understand the

* toprsecret, classified commands he is issuing, because
every message is carefully _encoded and only the
spacecraft’s computer can unscramble and decipher the
secret orders. The computer operator knows only one
thing — if he presses a_few buttons and keys down
below he makes important things happen in space! A
few small numbers and letters on earth can change the
space vehicle's course and_destination by millions_of
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Jerech Hasen ~ Roenchal

The purpose of the Divine commandments has already been
discussed, namely that man should obey God's orders and
fulfill His Will. In doing so, he conforms to God’s Will in two
interrelated ways.

First of all, he obeys God’s Will in doing what he was com-
manded to do. Secondly, however, healso perfects himself to that

2
‘
|

certain degree associated with that jcular commang t. In
doing so, heis conforming to God's Will all the more, since Cod
desires that man be perfected and attain the enjoyment of His

good. , .
Man'’s use of the world for his own needs, however, should

also be circumscribed by the limits imposed by God’s Will and
not include anything forbidden by God. It should be motivated
by the need to best maintain his health and preserve his life,
and not merely to satisfy his physical urges and superfluous
desires. One’s motivation in maintaining his body should fur-
thermore be so that the soul should be able to use it to serve jts
Creator, without being hampered by the body’s weakness apd
incapability.” '
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*Whenmanmakesuseofthewoﬂdint}ds : is_in

itself becomes an act of perfection, and through it one can attain

the same virtue as in keeping the other commandments. fndeed,

one of the commandments requires that we keep our bodies fit

- so that we can serve God, and that we derive our needs from

' our environment to achieve this goal.® L

.-Jp Inthis manner, we elevate ousselves even through such activi-
1 -

: ties. The world itself is also elevated, sinceitist
: man to serve God.
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I'he solution is this. There are two levels of lishmah, The highest
motive is certainl the love of God, i i :
benefactions, not least of which is the ift of the Torah itself.
On this level one’s love of Torah flows from one’s love of the
ere is another level of lishmah which is

Giver of the Torah.2 Th
called "lishmah shel Torah — for the sake of the Torah itself.”3

“for its own sake,” in thé sense that

The person learns Torah ,

he enjoys and-delights in the learning, experience itself. This
is not quite the same thing as fearning Torah for the love of
God, but it is certainly loftier than the petty motives of profit
and prestige. It is also much more likely to Jead to complete
lishmah, since love of Torah carries one imperceptibly towards-
love of the Giver.of Torah.
Let us reinforce our resolve to devote ourselves unre-
servedly to Torah. If we become commn letely attached to it with
deep concentration and mental toil, we shall inevitably begin
to savor its sweetness. This is our mode of receiving the Torah
nds precisely to our frue level. If

— the one which correspo
we succeed here, we may hope that ultimately we shall be
: | — complete lishmah.

enabled to reach for the higher goa
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